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ENG 151 - College Now Syllabus
SMSU Course Title:  Academic Writing

SMSU Faculty Mentor:  
High School:  
High School Teacher:  
Semester and Year
Rationale

The most important goal of concurrent enrollment education is to ensure that students in the high school benefit from the same experience as freshman students on the university campus; ensuring equivalency must be our primary goal.  It is critical to remember that students in our concurrent enrollment program are high-achieving and college bound.  They have participated in honors and AP classes and will attend academically demanding and competitive colleges and universities, and many will participate in university honors programs their first semester on campus. The goal of English 151 must be to prepare them for the challenging writing, reading, and research that will be expected of them.

This syllabus is designed to enhance rigor, to help high school students to enter the university discourse community, and to provide students with opportunities to develop the habits of mind and the skills required to conduct independent scholarship at an introductory level. 

The course is equivalent in every way to the English 151 courses offered on campus, and in many respects requires students to engage in more academic research and to use a wider variety of credible university sources in their academic expository and persuasive essays.  The course is supported by instructional resources on the College Now English Resources page, and these materials are designed specifically for CN students and teachers, often by their request and with their input and review.  Site visits by mentoring professors emphasize research and library instruction, a review of the essay assignments, and instruction in writing.

This is a suggested syllabus.  Some teachers would prefer to teach the earlier sequence, and that is their choice.

Course Design

Getting into Research Early

The high school schedule can be very different from the university calendar, and the syllabus is designed with flexibility to adapt to the wide variety of schedules at the many schools that participate in our program.  Instructors have pointed out that it is imperative to have high school students begin their research as soon as possible so that they will have time to  become familiar with and to adapt to the online library portal, credible university sources, and the research process. It is absolutely necessary to begin this process early to avoid ‘running out of time’ with the researched argument essay at the end of the semester, which can happen given the vagaries of some high school schedules.   A requirement for all research is that students will use only credible, university sources from the SMSU library portal or SMSU library; high school students often want to continue to use open Internet searches or high school databases such as ELM, and neither is permitted in this college course.  

An important element in this syllabus is the early introduction of the expository essay accompanied by instruction in the use of the SMSU library page, and the EBSCO Points of View Reference Center, in particular.  

Assignments

This syllabus maintains the major assignments—the Explain a Concept Essay, the Finding Common Ground Essay, and the Narrative Essay .An Annotated Bibliography rounds out the assignment portfolio. Writing the narrative becomes an enhanced experience because students write not only one narrative essay, but also a series of narratives throughout the semester, beginning with the writing skills diagnostic assessment essay on Day One.   The narrative series replaces the Profile essay and provides the same sequenced narrative, but in a series of assignments rather than one assignment.

Writing, reading, and research are integrated in each assignment.

The assignments are integrated; students choose a debatable issue topic from those presented in the Points of View Reference Center, and they make those issue topics uniquely their own through the use of truncated search researching.  

Assignment Sequence

The assignments are sequenced in order of length and complexity from a 1,200-1,500 word expository Explain a Concept assignment to a 1,500-1750 word expository Finding Common Ground assignment which requires students to understand and to explain the most important arguments on two sides of a debatable issue.  The Points of View Reference Center is a perfect resource for these assignments, providing an Overview resource for the Concept essay and Opposing Viewpoints resources covering each side of a question-prompted debatable issue.  Students then progress to framing their own opinion on the issue and write a  1,750-2,000 word Researched Argument.  The Annotated Bibliography assignment is begun with the Explain a Concept Essay and is submitted with each essay draft and revision.  The goal of this essay sequence is to foster independent scholarship, academic research, critical thinking, expository writing skills, and persuasive writing skills in a logical, guided progression.  

The Narrative Essay Sequence

The goal of the narrative essay is to help students to examine their experience as writers and to tell their stories as budding independent researchers and academic writers.  This metacognitive monitoring will help students to reflect upon and to analyze their writing process, to troubleshoot, revise, and improve the process, and to understand how the process creates the written text.  Reflection on process and product is critical to helping students to understand and appreciate their experience in becoming members of the academic discourse community.

Students write a literacy narrative expressing their experience in writing an academic essay as the very first writing task—the assessment diagnostic essay.  At the conclusion of each major essay assignment, students write a 500 word reflective essay that captures their experiences and analyzes the writing process and its impact on creating successful or less successful texts.  The narrative essay will accompany the final draft of each essay.  It is imperative that students have an opportunity to reflect on and to tell their stories as writers.

The Narrative Essay will also be the culminating assignment in which students reflect on their experiences in the course, their entrance into the academic discourse community, their evolution as independent scholars, critical thinkers, and academic writers the attendant challenges and successes they have experienced.  

Localizing the Topic

Students will choose a debatable topic and will begin to understand it as a national issue, working through multiple essays to narrow and focus the topic , relating it to their personal experiences and connecting the issue to their community, their families, and to their individual personal contexts.

Readable Plan Outline

The readable plan outline will contain an abstract/executive summary, an introductory paragraph consisting of the thesis statement and foreshadowing statement, and a point by point outline of the essay with an explanation of the strategies and resources that will be used to develop each point written in full sentences and in paragraph form.  This extended document will help students to plan and execure each writing assignment to guarantee success in the course.  No essay project will proceed without submission and approval of the readable plan by the instructor.  

Assessment

Essays will be assessed using the departmental LAC Writing Rubric, first year outcomes. 

Instructors may also use writing rubrics provided on the College Now English Resources Page, and may create and use their own

Anchor papers are provided to set the bar.

It is suggested that students maintain a portfolio of all essays and assignments.

Writing Workshops

The library research workshops and the writing workshops require that each student have a computer.  A computer projector system or Smart board will be needed for the library instruction, and essay review.

Assignments and Due Dates

Major Essay Assignments/Weighting

Essay 1—Explain a Concept 1,200 word minimum 15%

Essay 2—Presenting Opposing Viewpoints 1,500 word minimum20%

Essay 3—Researched Argument 1,750 word minimum 25%

Essay 4—Annotated Bibliography 8 – 10 summary annotations with strategy component(varies) resources in categories of the instructor’s choice, varies 15%

Essay 5—Culminating Reflective Narrative Essay—Becoming a University Writer 10%


Reflective  Narrative  750 word minimum, in class assignment

Essay 6—Essay Series, Three Narrative Essays Reflecting on Writing Experiences and Other Assignments 15%

· Narrative 1 
500 word target in class assignment, varies 

Reflection on Essay 1:  Experience in writing the first college essay, process and product expressive aim 

· Narrative 2 
500 word target in class assignment, varies

Reflection on Essay 2:  Research and writing processes, successes, failures, needed revisions 

· Narrative 3 
500 word target in class assignment, varies

Reflection on Essay 3:  Research and writing processes, successes, failures, needed revisions 

· Summary Exercise:  Cannibalism Still Exists varies, 300 word minimum

· Paraphrase and Summary Exercises varies

· Other assignments and Exercises varies

· Annotated Bibliography Plan and Organizer--varies

· Readable Plan Outline Essay 1 
150 word target, varies

· Readable Plan Outline  Essay 2 
150 word target, varies

· Readable Plan Outline Essay 3 
150 word target, varies

· Analyzing Arguments on Both Sides of the Debatable Topic Exercise 500 word target

· Bringing it Home:  Problem Statement Essay—The debatable issue as a problem in my community/social circle/family 500 word target

It is the student’s responsibility to keep copies of all assignments for submission at the end of the course

The Syllabus
This is a sixteen week syllabus based on three 50-minute class sessions

	Week/Overview
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	1 Introduction
Diagnostic

Writing and Analyzing Academic Essays

Explaining Concepts

In this unit you will write  essays that Explain (expose) concepts, or the expository essay


	Diagnostic Essay 
Homework for this Class:

Read 129-131, 168-169 

Thesis statements and forecasting statements 600-603; 

Defining 639-644

Examples 663-666

Paraphrase and summary586-588 

Read Academic Essay Sample 

MLA Format Exercise In Class

Be able to format an academic essay in MLA Style.  Use MLA Handout 1

Discussion Expository Essay

Thesis Statement and Foreshadowing Statement

Review Student Essay Driving and Cell Phone Use Ban


	The Course
Academic Writing and Research-Explaining Concepts

Purpose and Audience Needs and Expectations 168

Thesis Driven Essays—Structure and Development of Ideas in Academic Essays

Ways of Developing the Thesis p. 169 possible outline

The debatable thesis

Definition of Key Terms

Use of Examples

Classification

Use of Sources

Homework for this Class

Read:  Cannibalism It Still Exists 132 – 135; 181-183

Writing Guide 168-169

Paraphrase and summary586-588 

Notice that this is a thesis driven explanation of the concept

Pay attention to the structure of the essays and the way ideas are presented and supported.  Pay attention to the way sources are used to support ideas and to explain the topic.  Note how source material is  introduced and documented in-text and in the Works Cited page
Writing Assignment:  Write a summary of Cannibalism: It Still Exists

Analyzing Critical Thinking in the Essay

Logic

Supporting assertions with specific, concrete factual detail

Data, claim, and warrant
	Writing Assignment:  Summary of Cannibalism, It Still Exists Due
Discussion Cannibalism: It Still Exists

Audience, purpose, thesis, development, support

Using Sources: Credibility

Integration of Sources, Citation and Documentation of Sources

Homework for this Class:  Re-read Cannibalism: It Still Exists and evaluate the essay.  

Fill in Essay Planner Readable Guide from Cannibalism: It Still Exists 132 – 135.  Analyze the essay.  Be able to identify  and discuss  audience awareness and appropriateness of the essay to audience needs, Thesis statements,definition of terms,  Supporting Ideas and factual details,  Conclusion Strategies

Questions to consider:  How well does the writer serve the reader’s needs and interests?  Are there any questions you have?  Ideas that you would like to see developed further? Evaluate the credibility, appropriateness, number, and depth of sources for this college level essay.  Is there enough detailed information?  Are the sources believable and at the right level for a university audience?

How well are sources used and integrated?  How appropriate for audience level and needs?

Over the Weekend:

Find a topic for the semester.

Explore topics on the Points of View Reference Center topics page.  Read the Overview documents and Point, Counterpoint resources.  You will choose one topic and will educate yourself about this topic throughout the semester.  

Your three essays and annotated bibliography will all be based on this topic, and you must choose your topic by next Friday.  Choose the topic early, have it approved, and work ahead.

Pre Read 160-165

Write a summary of the reading assigned in class



	Week 2
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	
	Wrap Up discussion of the cannibalism essay. Analyzing Critical Thinking in the Essay
Logic and Ethics

Summary Exercise 1 Due

Discuss Educating Kids at Home.

Thesis driven explanations of concepts 

Exercise: Introducing and using quotes to explain concepts

Homework for this Class:

Read Extended Explanation of a Concept

Educating Kids at Home 787-794

Discuss Educating Kids at Home Essay

Using facts and figures

Classification

Comparison and Contrast

Tone and Diction in the Academic Essay

Be absolutely familiar with the MLA format of this essay.  Pay attention to citation of sources in parentheticals () and to documentation of sources in the Works Cited page

N.B. how the writer uses source material to build her explanation of homeschooling

Analyzing critical thinking and supporting detail

Analyze critical thinking: logical and ethical arguments in the homeschooling essay


	The Writing and Research Process
Discuss Educating Kids at Home Essay

Homework for this Class

Read The Writing and Research Process 160-166

Review Paraphrase and Summary 586-588

Library Login/Points of View Reference Center Familiarization

Writing Assignment: Paraphrase and Summary

Do Paraphrase Exercise 1 


	Research Workshop
By the end of this class, you should have chosen your topic

Paraphrase Exercise 1 Due

You should have found and saved the Overview, Point, Counterpoint and Critical Analysis Resources associated with your topic on the Points of View Reference Center. 

Homework:

Over the Weekend

Find three additional resources that will support your explanation of the concept for the topic you have chosen.

Read Donald Graves readings as assigned

Writing Assignment:  Fill out the Annotated Bibliography handout, and use it throughout the assignment

Writing Assignment:  Create your Readable Plan Outline

Do Summary Exercise 3

Paraphrase Exercise 2



	Week 3
	Monday
Writing Workshop

Bring all your research materials, Readable Plan Outline

Readable Plan 1 Due at end of class

Summary Exercise 3 Due

Paraphrase Exercise 2 Due
Writing Assignment:  Write Your Zero Draft in class

Sign up for a writing conference during office/preparatory hours


	Wednesday
Essay 1 Zero Draft Due

Draft Workshop

Peer Review

Student/Teacher Writing Conferences

Essay Review and Discussion

Format and Documentation Check

Sign up for a writing conference during office/preparatory hours

Homework:  

Writing  Assignment:  Revise the Zero Draft and Create Essay 1 Draft
	Friday
Essay 1 Draft Due 

Review of Selected Student Essays



	Week 4
	Essay 1 Revision Workshop
Student/Teacher Writing Conferences

Annotated Bibliogrpahy Exercise 1 Due 

Sign up for a writing conference during office/preparatory hours

Homework:

Writing Assignment Finish Essay 1 Final Draft

Print Annotated Biblography file for turn in


	Essay1 Final  Draft Due 
Annotated Bibliography 1 Due

Essay 1 Debrief:  Discussion of the experience, successes and issues, the process and how to improve it

Review of selected student essays

Discussion Reflection on Writing Essay 1 Narrative

Homework for this class:  

Read

Literacy Story 1

Process narrative, 623 explanatory process narratives pp. 3 – 4
	Narrative Essay 1 Writing Workshop
Writing Assignment: Reflection on Writing Essay 1 Narrative due at the end of class

Finding Common Ground

Homework for this Class:

Read 215-218

Be able to use the annotations chart on 218

Discussion:  Processes Successes and Needed revisions

	Week 5 Analyzing and Presenting Opposing Viewpoints
 In this unit, you will read and explain the major arguments on two sides of a debatable issue.  You will NOT take a position.  You will simply present and explain the major arguments.  This is an expository, explain a concept essay


	Annotation Exercise 2 Due

Homework for this Class:

Read

Chapter 5 216-218

Read and Analyze Innocence Lost by Jeremy Bernard, 191-194.  Notice that Bernard is not taking a side on this issue; rather, he is presenting two sides of the issue.  Analyze his writer’s stance and level of objectivity.  Does the essay present both sides fairly?  Does it seek to find common ground?

Use the Annotations chart and analyze arguments for Point of View 1 and Point of View 2.  

Be prepared to analyze and discuss his presentation and explanation of the arguments in class.


	Discussion Innocence Lost
Introduction Laying Claim to a Higher Morality

Discuss Laying a Claim to a Higher Morality

Homework for this Class:

Read Laying Claim to a Higher Morality by Melissa Mae 195-200

Does the essay present both sides fairly?  Does it seek to find common ground?

Be prepared to analyze and discuss her presentation and explanation of the arguments in class.

Use the Annotations chart and analyze arguments for Point of View 1 and Point of View 2. 

Be prepared to discuss the essay and its rhetorical strategies in class
	Wrap Up Innocence Lost and Laying Claim to a Higher Morality
Read  the Point and Counterpoint articles associated with your topic on the Points of View Reference Center site to understand major arguments on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Use the Annotations Chart to analyze both essays.

Identify Major Arguments for Both Sides of the Issue

Be familiar with the ways the issue and the major arguments are presented.  Note the tone of the articles, and pay attention to the level of objectivity in each article.

How does the author set up the issue?  What logical, moral, and ethical arguments do they present?  How do they use facts, definitions, examples, and comparison and contrast to build their cases?

Bring the annotations chart to class

Writing Assignment:  In Class Exercise--Analyzing arguments on both sides of your topic

Fill out sheet using a computer.  Keep a copy of the file.  Turn in a printed copy of the Analyzing Arguments Exercise Sheet at the end of class.  Use the sheet to shape your essay

	Week 6
	Analyzing and Presenting Arguments Purpose and Audience, anticipating agreement and objections
Homework: Conduct research on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Read and be Prepared to Discuss:

Thesis, supporting arguments, tone, writer authority, objectivity, commitment


	Analyzing and Presenting Arguments:  Context, Framing the Issue, Presenting Opposing Positions, Preventing Bias, Writing with Fairness and Objectivity
Homework:  Review Innocence Lost 191-194

Conduct research on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Exercise Arguing Both Sides of the Issue:  Innocence Lost
	Analyzing and Presenting Arguments:  Presenting the Analysis
Doing Research 

Using Research

 Arguing Both Sides of the Issue Exercise Due

Review Laying Claim to a Higher Morality 195-200

Conduct research on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Work on Readable Plan 2 for workshop on Wednesday!

Prepare for Annotated Bibliography Exercise 3:  Identify major arguments on both sides of your debatable issue and be ready to conduct research and do an Annotated Bibliography exercise to capture the resources you find during the workshop

	Week 7
	Research Workshop
Conduct research on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Annotated Bibliography Exercise 3 due at end of class

Donald Graves readings as assigned
	Research Workshop
Readable Plan 2 draft due at end of class

Conduct research on both sides of your debatable issue topic

Annotated Bibliography Exercise 4 due at end of class

Discussion: Research Process Successes and Revisions

Readings as assigned


	Research Workshop
Source material search continues.

Student/Teacher conferences readable plan outline

Over the Weekend Homework:

Writing Assignment:  Write Your Essay 2 Presenting Opposing Viewpoints Zero Draft:  

Read

Critical Reading Guide

227 and Troubleshooting Your Draft 220



	Week 8
	Essay 2 Draft Review
Zero Draft Due

Peer Review

Student/Teacher Conferences

Make an appointment for a conference


	Essay 2 Draft Workshop: Revision
Student/Teacher Writing Conferences

Peer Review

Review of Selected Student Essays


	Essay 2 Draft Workshop Revision
Student Teacher Writing Conferences

Essay 2 Revised Draft due at end of class 

Readings as assigned

	Week 9
	Discussion Essay 2 Writing and Research Processes and Successes, Process Revisions
Making Fair and Balanced Arguments Assignments and 
	Essay 2 Wrap Up
Discussion:  Bringing the Issue Home:  Problem Statement Essay 

Final Draft Revision Workshop

Peer Review

Student/Teacher Conferences
	Essay 2 Final Draft Due
Narrative Essay 2 In Class due at the end of class

Homework:  Write a 500 word  essay on the Debatable Issue as a Problem in Your Community.  Localize the topic

	Week 10 
In this unit, you will write an opinion-based academic essay.  You will take a stand on the debatable issue you have chosen, and you will make a case for your stand using logical arguments, ethical arguments, factual information and expert opinion.  You will state your position clearly and you will support it with credible information and expert opinion appropriate to the university audience
	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments 
Bring it Home:  The Debatable Issue in Your Community, Neighborhood, Family Workshop

Bring it Home Essay Due at the End of Class


	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments Assignments and Exercises TBD
Thinking Critically, Writing Logically

Readings and exercises as assigned

Cell Phone Ban Essay Review

Drunk Driving Essay Review


	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments Assignments and Exercises TBD
Readings TBD

Student/Teacher Conferences

Make an appointment

Multiple Topic Essays Review

	Week 11
	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments
Thinking Critically, Writing from an Ethical Foundation

Readings and exercises as assigned 

Critical Thinking Exercise due at end of class

Begin work on Readable Plan 3
	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments Assignments and Exercises TBD
Thinking Critically, Writing from an Ethical Foundation 

Readings and exercises as assigned


	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments Writing Studio:  Thinking Critically, Writing Logically, Writing From an Ethical Foundation Essay Preparation
Readable Plan 3 Workshop

 

	Week 12
	Readings and exercises as assigned
	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments

	Making Fair and Balanced Arguments/Annotated Bibliography Writing Studio
Readable Plan 3 due

Annotated Bibliography Draft Due



	Week 13
	Essay 3 Researched Argument Workshop
	Essay 3 Researched Argument Workshop
Review of Selected Student Essays

Essay 3 Researched Argument Zero Draft Due
	Essay 3 Researched Argument Workshop
Review of Selected Student Essays



	Week 14
	Review of Selected Student Essays


	Essay 3 Researched Argument Revision Workshop 
Essay 4 Annotated Bibliography Workshop

Review of Selected Student Essays


	Essay 3 Researched Argument Workshop 


	Week 15
	Essay 4: Annotated Bibliography Due
Essay 3 Revision Workshop


	Essay 3 Researched Argument Final Draft Due
Discussion Essay 3 and Essay 4 Research and Writing Processes and Successes, Process Revision Strategies

Preview Essay 5


	Essay 6 Final Portfolio Due—Submit portfolio of narrative essays 1, 2, and 3 and all exercises and assignments
Writing Workshop Essay 5

Reflective Narrative Essay Due at the end of class

Final Examination: Bringing it Home Essay




MN Transfer Curriculum Goal 1 – Communications (3 courses, 10 credits)
Liberal Education Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of the Liberal Education Program at SMSU, students will:
· Understand the techniques and habits of thought in a variety of liberal arts disciplines, having attained an adequate foundation of knowledge in those disciplines.

· Communicate effectively.

· Be creative thinkers able to identify, formulate, and solve problems using interdisciplinary perspectives.

· Be critical thinkers who evaluate information wisely and examine how assumptions and positions are shaped.

· Understand both physical and social aspects of the world and their place in it.

· Embrace the similarities among peoples and appreciate the diversity that enriches the human experience.

· Analyze moral judgments and engage in moral discourse.

· Practice responsible citizenship in their local and global communities.

· Continue life-long learning.

· Integrate mind, body, and spirit, the essential elements of a flourishing life.

College Now Statement:
College Now is SMSU's concurrent enrollment program. Concurrent enrollment allows qualified high school students to earn college credit in their high school, during their regular school day. College Now classes are taught by qualified high school teachers and are supervised by SMSU faculty members. These classes are actual SMSU courses where students earn actual SMSU credit. There is no cost to the student for these courses, providing an outstanding opportunity for students to earn college credit and jumpstarting their college careers without incurring additional debt.
Academic Honesty:
The aim of the academic honesty policy is to maintain the academic integrity of Southwest

Minnesota State University and promote an intellectual climate of honesty and integrity. To maintain an environment of academic integrity all students are required to accept personal responsibility for their work at Southwest Minnesota State University. Any offense against the academic honesty policy compromises the educational integrity of Southwest Minnesota State University and will be considered a grave offense.  Offenses against academic honesty are acts which unjustly advance one’s academic standing at Southwest Minnesota State University and include knowingly permitting or knowingly aiding a person in an offense against the academic policy.
Plagiarism:  Presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own. Plagiarism will include, but not be limited to:
1. Submitting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, including but not limited to homework assignments, term papers, research reports, lab reports, group projects, artistic works, tests, or class presentations.

2. Submitting someone else’s electronic work as your own, including but not limited to video clips, audio clips, electronic files, electronic programs, and any other copied electronic page, document, article, review, etc.

3. Submitting someone else’s work as your own with minor alterations. Paraphrasing without proper citation is also plagiarism.

4. Submitting someone else’s work without appropriate use of quotations, paraphrases, footnotes, or references.

Telephone (507) 537-6708  •  FAX (507) 537-6472

1501 State Street, Marshall MN 56258-1598  •  www.SMSU.edu


